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Abstract noun examples 

Abstract nouns represent a wide variety of things—anything that 

isn’t represented by a concrete noun, in fact. The table below 

explores a few different categories of things that abstract nouns 

can refer to. 

Examples of abstract nouns 

 

Personal qualities and emotions 

happiness, exhaustion, 

callousness, nostalgia, 

presumptuousness, loquacity, 

anger, love, charisma 

 

Time designations 

Tuesday, hours, the 1980s, 

centuries, midnight, yesterday, 

the future 
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States of being 

solidity, chaos, peace, vacancy, 

impermanence, presence, 

activation, existence 

 

Cultural/political/social/religious 

movements 

Romanticism, feminism, 

modernism, conservatism, 

republicanism, Marxism, 

environmentalism, Christianity, 

Buddhism 

 

Philosophical and academic 

concepts 

pathos, beauty, possibility, 

freedom, ethics, ontology, 

anachronism 
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